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leagues Tvl.R.Chandrakanthan, Thiru A.Ramanujam and Thiru
KLBhakthavatchalam. Thini Chandrakanthan took a lot of in-
terest and collected not only the written material, but also per-
sonally took photographs of the various temple towers and the
utsavamurthis of the divyadesams covered in this volume. I am
happy that thanks to him I have been able to visit all the divyade-
sams in Chola Nadu. As is well known, there are 4000 pasurams
in the Divyaprabandas. Selection of the relevant pasuram for
each divyadesam was ably done by Sri Sthalasayanathuraivar
Swamigal. He ensured that I understood the meaning of the
pasuram in simple Tamil first so that in turn I could convey its
meaning in English in the correct fashion. The link between Sri
Sthalasayanathuraivar Swamigal and me was Thiru Ramanu-
jan. I sincerely believe that it was only through God's grace that
I was able to get the cheerful, affectionate and wholehearted
support from these colleagues of mine.
My thanks are also due to Thiru K.Ramji, who, not only
gave me perfect secretarial assistance, but beause of his innate
religious aptitude had^ ajparticipative pleasure in dealing with
the subject It was a pleasure to dictate the drafts to him. He
and Thiru KMuthukrishnan have been such efficient perfect
stenographers and they so willingly and cheerfully typed out all
the material, the excellent support extended by them made my
task easy.
I would befalling in my duty if I do not publicly acknowledge
my continued grateful thanks to Mr.V.N.Srinivasan who took
complete responsibility for writing the relevant pasurams in
Tamil in the hymnology sections and also writing the stotrams
in Sanskrit As a devout vaishnavite himself, I found that he
completely identified himself with the task on hand.
In this volume, I had decided to write on the panchayud-
hams of Maha Vishnu as the general chapter preceding the
.chapters on the specific divyadesams. I would not have been
able to write this chapter but for the committed involvement
and support extended by my sister Dr.Lakshmi Kumari and our
femify friend Dr. T.V.Subramanian. The two of them gave me
a wealth of material on the panchayudhams that I felt thor-